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LELY’S ON COURSE

Lely UK has further expanded its provision of
training initiatives with its recent accreditation
as a Landbased Technician Accreditation (LTA)
training provider.

The LTA scheme aims to provide a nationwide
means of benchmarking, monitoring and assessing
the competence of technicians working in turf
machinery engineering, while the course recognises
and develops the diagnostic and technical abilities
of engineers together with their customer service
and technical mentoring skills.

“Ongoing and high-quality training is the
lifeblood of any industry and I'm delighted that
Lely is once again at the forefront of its industry in

joining with other manufacturers in the creation of
this new LTA scheme,” commented lan Sumpter,
Lely’s Toro Training Manager.

“Not only will it develop the skills of our Toro-
approved technicians, but it will also further increase
customer confidence in the service they receive
from their local dealers and service centres.”

Full details of Lely’s customer training courses,
including its NPTC Mower Operator Training and
Spray Technician courses, are available in a new
training leaflet for 2009 - email lan Sumpter at:
isumpter@lely.com to request your free copy or
call: Lely on 01480 226800.

GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE MANUAL

This manual was devised and written by Laurence
Pithie MG then supported and produced
by the English Golf Union. It is now available for
sale, but only from The Club Services department
of The EGU. The retail price is £150 and comes
complete with a disc for downloading various
files.

The manual consists of 28 different sections
and covers virtually all aspects of setting up
a maintenance system for managing a golf
course.

Itis not a manual for growing or maintaining
fine turf but it is a series of documents, work
sheets and records that will help the person
manage their course in a more effective and
professional manner.

The contents include the following: A ‘generic’
policy document, varying examples of standards
including course & equipment, man-hour studies,
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budgeting worksheets and working ledger, capital
expenditures, training workbooks, staff appraisals,
course audits, inventories, equipment & golf
cart information, fertiliser & chemical data, job
descriptions, winter play guidelines, reports and
newsletter examples, various turf tips & course
data.

The purpose of this manual is to act as
a reference workbook and to assist others in
setting up systems that are simple to use, having
being designed specifically for maintaining golf
courses.

It can be used in conjunction with more
sophisticated software packages although most of
the required data is already within this manual.

For the first time, there is now a complete
maintenance system that is readily available
and can easily be amended or adapted to suit
any individual course, large or small.

SOUTH WALES SPRING
SEMINAR

The South Wales Section Spring Seminar 2009
will be taking place on Thursday, April 23, at Royal
Porthcawl Golf Club with the focus on getting
greenkeepers talking about greenkeeping.

The speakers for the event are: Lee Strutt MG,
G West Development, Perthshire ‘The Growing
Pains of a Grow In’; Allan Patterson, Castle
Course, St Andrews ‘Castle Course St Andrews -
The Story So Far’; Greg Evans, Ealing Golf Club,
Surrey ‘The Short Cut To Better Greens’; Gareth
Roberts, Hankley Common, Surrey, ‘Hankley and
the Heath’; Richard Blizzard & Mark Atkins, Soil
Harmony ‘The Life Beneath Your Feet’ & ‘Finding
The Balance’.

Each of our speakers will be giving presentations
based on their own theories and management
practices of both turf grass and site specific
issues.

There will also be live demo’s from charterhouse
of aeration equipment, over seeders and top
dressers.

Cost of the day is £17.50 for members and
£20 for non members including tea/coffee and
two course buffet lunch.

Full details and booking forms will be sent
out to Section members, any other interested
parties can contact Steve Chappell for further
details on: 07970 980899 or: chappell124@
hotmail.co.uk.

Laurence Pithie MG
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